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FRENCH CAMP ACADEMY 
-- NEWS 
OUR ENDOWMENT: "But my God shall supply all your needs according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus."-Phil. 4:19 
French Camp, Mississippi, 
SPECIAL ISSUE - INFORMATION 
All around Mississippi and the Mid-South we find folks who do not know about French Camp 
Academy, or who having heard the name are in the dark about its mission and program. 
So ... in the vernacular of the kids: 
"Here's the pitch!" 
Old School For Young People 
Seventy-three years ago, long before the day 
of our public school system, farsighted and edu-
cation-valuing Scotch-Irish Christians of this 
area established the school. Without interrup-
tion the school has continued throughout these 
years. 
In 1950 it was reorganized to meet a new need 
with a specific program geared to that need and 
this has marked a new era in its development 
and growth, pioneering in a new field of service 
shared with only a few other schools in the land. 
What Kind of School? 
Is it an exclusive, expensive, private school? 
Is it a military academy? Is it a reform school, 
sort of? Is it an orphanage? And the list of 
questions run on, coming from folks not inform-
ed. 
The answer to all the above questions is "NO". 
This school is not any of the above kinds of 
school. 1) French Camp Academy is a country 
school because it is located in the country (old 
Indian country) on the beautiful, historic, Natchez 
Trace, now a Federal Scenic Highway project. 
The school is a farm school because it operates 
its own farm and is located on the farm it oper-
ates at the village of French Camp. 
2) French Camp is a Christian School. Its staff-
member are dedicated and qualified Christian 
men and women from various evangelical de-
nominations. A definite spiritual life program is 
carried out in which each youngster is taught 
the Scriptures and an effort is made to bring each 
youngster to a serious and intelligent acceptance 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
3) French Camp is a school with the mission 
of reaching a special area of youth. We do not 
exist to reach "problem children". Our young 
people are not "problem children", they are 
youngsters (and God only know how many there 
are in our land today) faced with a problem .•• 
a problem situation which they did not cause 
but could pose a handicap to a fair chance in 
life. The problem situation is usually the loss of 
a normal home and a financial limitation. 
Where The Youngsters Are From? 
Our boys and girls range in age from six to 
the ages of ninteen and twenty (seniors in high 
school). Most of them come from Mississippi. 
Next, most come from Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Louisiana. We have 124 boarding students (and 
about seventy day students) . Some ten different 
states from Illinois to Florida, Texas to North 
Carolina are represented. 
Unique Program 
It is fourfold and aimed at providing a d~wn 
to earth program with a Heavenward slant that 
will produce Christian character and citizenship. 
1. Spiritual-The program is geared to the 
spiritual needs of youth, is given first place in 
the daily program, is sanely presented, is Bible 
centered and Christ centered. 
2. Work-Since we reach youngsters who are 
limited in or without financial means a student 
work program makes it possible for a boy or girl 
to attend irrespective of financial limitations. All 
have to work for room and board. About two 
thirds work for all or practically all other ex-
penses. The work is done on the farm (dairy, 
beef, hogs, poultry, crops), on the campus (main-
tenance, etc.) in the dining hall, kitchen (baking 
etc.) library, and offices. This paper you are 
reading is printed on modem off-set printing 
machine by a ' student. 
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3. Academic - vocational-accredited school pro-
program such as is found in the normal public 
school is provided. 
4. Recreation-regular sports and the natural 
wholesome country life recreation of country 
youngsters. 
Year-round 
Our school program is practically year round. 
The school is "home" for a large number of the 
students and they are here summer and winter. 
In the winter we have the regular school ses-
sion. In the summer we have a work-recreation 
program for older boys and girls and a camp 
program for younger children plus limited sum-
mer school. Each summer a Bible Conference 
is held on the campus in mid-July bringing out-
standing Christian leaders to this area. 
Origin of Name 
In the long ago days when Choctaw Indians 
inhabited our area, Louis LeFlore, a Frenchman, 
had a trading post at the place where the village 
of French Camp now is. He served for a time 
as a government representative in dealing with 
the Indians. He married Rebecca Cravat, daugh-
ter of the Choctaw Tribal Chief, and became the 
father of Greenwood LeFlore. This son was the 
last great chief of the Choctaw nation and from 
him came the names of the city of Greenwood, 
Miss. ,and the county of LeFlore. 
Louis LeFlore's trading post was commonly 
called "the Frenchman's camp". The name stuck. 
The village bears it, and in turn the academy 
does. 
Ownership 
The school is owned and operated by a board 
of directors incorporated as "The Board of Trus-
tees of French Camp Academy". On this board 
are ~en of several denominations. Founded by 
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School on the Natchez Trace 
French Camp. Miss. 
Presbyterians of central Mississippi m 11l1l3, it 
does by constitution have a predominence of 
members from that church. The school is church 
related in that the Presbyterian Synod of Miss. 
elects the members. Its staff, student board, are of 
different denominations and its program is Chris-
tian, but non-sectarian. 
Financing School 
By act of the Board of Trustees Philippians 
4:19 is the trusted endowment fund of the school. 
God is our source of provision. !<'aith and hard 
work provide the method. Of course, the school 
is primarily supported by gifts. The largest block 
of these are gifts from individuals who believe 
in this mission to youth. The school promotes no 
organized solicitation or fund raIsmg program. 
We are trying to do the job, telling the storv. 
trusting God . .. and finding each year that God 
through our friends does meet the needs! 
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